RE AUTHENTIFICATION OF LARRAKIA FAMILY GROUPS
In 1973 the Larrakia elder Topsy Secretary prepared a Larrakia genealogy as a submission to the Aboriginal Land Rights Commission. This genealogy was rediscovered in the National Archives in 2004. The genealogy has not been used as evidence in either the Kenbi claim or the Darwin native title claim. The genealogy is significant because it does not include several family groups who are now asserting undue influence within the Larrakia Nation Aboriginal Corporation (LNAC). As you will be aware the LNAC has a structure of eight families (see Mansfield 2006: Para 695). 
Obviously the LNAC is an artificial non-traditional structure established as a result of the land claim process. According to Ben Scambary (2007:157):
[Larrakia Nation] is a coalition, initially facilitated by the NLC, of Larrakia families, individuals and factions, with the primary purpose of providing a corporate identity for Larrakia against increased pressure from external agencies to ‘know’ whom the Larrakia were.

In 1973,  in Darwin there was general agreement amongst Larrakia as to who the Larrakia families were, despite attempts by the authorities to divide Aboriginal people in “Wards” and “Citizens”. As the result of the claim process, conducted by NLC lawyers and anthropologists, Larrakia families no longer have a feeling of “ownership” of their identity. This lack of control could be rectified if the anthropologist Peter Sutton's (1998:112) suggested four criteria for Larrakia membership was enforced. Sutton's criteria are:
1. Descent from a former identifiable landowner of Larrakia land, in accordance with Aboriginal tradition;

2. Self identification as a Larrakia person;

3. Acceptance as a Larrakia person generally by undisputed Larrakia group members;
4. Desire to be accepted as a claimant in the present [Kenbi] case...
It is alleged by those with an undisputed Larrakia ancestry that there are families within LNAC who do not satisfy points 1 & 3 of Sutton's criteria, and who are asserting undue influence within the organsation.

In response to the preliminary research set out below, it is requested that the NLC re-examine the evidence which expanded the Larrakia genealogy from that set out in the Kenbi Land Claim book (Brandl, Walsh and Haritos 1979) to the expanded “language group” (Olney 1991; Gray 2000). 

In particular, what evidence does the NLC hold that the McLennan fmily have a Larrakia ancestor? Research suggests otherwise. Is it possible for the NLC to mediate on Sutton's point 3 to satisfy dissension within the Larrakia Nation over claims to Larrakia ancestry, namely, “Acceptance as a Larrakia person generally by undisputed Larrakia group members”?
In his decision for the Kenbi claim, Mr Justice Gray (2000: Para 4.10.6) says the McLennan's Larrakia ancestor “is a woman called Minnie Lily, who married John [“Jock”] McLennan, a non-Aboriginal man. They had two children, William McLennan and Cygnet Ada McLennan, both now deceased. William married Ethel May Cooper, a woman of the Iwaidja language group.” Gray says William married twice and Cygnet Ada had eleven children.

In the Larrakia native title decision, Mr Justice Mansfield notes (2006:Para 506): “The [McLennan] group comprises the descendants of a Larrakia woman named Minnie Lily, who married a European man, John [“Jock”] McLennan. Dr Walsh estimated that Minnie Lily was born towards the end of the nineteenth century. Their children were William McLennan and Cygnet Ada McLennan.”
It appears that by 2015 the McLennan family members of Larrakia Nation have split into to two descent lines, the descendants of William McLennan and the descendants of Cygnet Ada, despite both Gray (2000) and Mansfield (2006) recording the McLennan family's Larrakia apical ancestor as the women Dr Walsh names as “Minnie Lily”. As quoted above from Gray (2000) and Mansfield (2006), it is claimed the father of Minnie's children, “William” and “Cygnet Ada”, was John “Jock” McLennan who died in May 1932.
The Townsville Daily Bulletin, 19 May 1932 reported: 
DEATH OF A FAMOUS BUSHMAN.

Passing of John ('Jock') McLennan. Word has reached Darwin that the above well-known and highly-respected resident of the Katherine had passed on at the river township after a long and distressing illness. Immortalized in Mrs. Aeneas Gunn's 'We of the Never Never' as the 'Quiet Stockman,' 'Jock' was known as one of nature's gentlemen and beloved by all sections of the community. Born on the Lachlan River, New South Wales, the deceased was in his 69th year. He arrived In the Territory during 1887 and has lived in the coastal belt ever since … At various times he has been mail man, carrier and butcher. An animal lover who could handle horses, donkeys , mules, bullocks and camels he succeeded where others failed. In 1919 he was appointed organiser of the then A.W.U. (Darwin branch). With a plant of horses he set out from Pine Creek and organised for the union to Katherine and Mataranka, thence down the Roper and on to Borroloola. From there he went on to the Barclay tablelands going as far south as Lake Nash, and returning by the Newcastle Waters route. It was a trek of thousands of miles. Generous to a fault his camp or home was open house to all who called and many a down-and-out traveller has good cause to remember with pleasure ... Of late years on account of falling health he has had to confine his activities to Katherine so as to he within easy reach of a doctor. Though suffering from malarial fever he has occupied himself with a peanut farm and wrung a living from the soil where a number of others have failed. To his daughter, Mrs. F. J. P. Johns and the grandchildren of the 2 1/2-Mile and his son Mr. Willie McLennan of McMinn-Street we extend our sympathy in the passing of their parent.
Similarly, “The Adelaide Chronicle” on Thursday 19th May, 1932, page 2, writes, “Jock McLennan, 'the sanguine Scot,' passed away at the Katherine, Northern Territory, on Monday. His death will revive many memories of Mrs Gunn's book, 'We of the Never Never' … Born at Mawallok, Victoria, of Inverness parents, he was 'the Scotch Mac', a typical outbacker...”

Mansfield list some of the families descended from Cygnet Ada as the Damaso, Ross, Talbot, Motlop and Johns families (see also Gray 2000:4.10.10). Mansfield (2006:Para 506) also lists some of the descendents of William McLennan as the McLennan, Young, Franz, Farrow, Rawson, Davey, May, Bailey, Bayless and Parkes, families. Gray (2000:Paras 4.10.7-9) includes the Siebert family amongst the descendants of William.

The descendants of William McLennan claim that John McLennan's son William was the son of a Larrakia woman named Nellie. Nellie is not mentioned as an ancestor of the McLennans by Mansfield or Gray. The descendants of William McLennan also claim that the mother of John “Jock” McLennan's daughter Ada, who is listed by the NLC researchers as Minnie Lily, the supposed Larrakia apical ancestor for the McLennans, was a Roper River woman.

In an article on the history of the Damaso family, the historian Peter Forrest (1999:27-28) writes:
...in 1915, Nancy Farrar was born at Nutwood Downs station. Nancy was the daughter of Ada McLennan and John Farrar (junior)...John Farrar junior, born in 1889, who later began a relationship with Ada McLennan, daughter of Jock McLennan and Aboriginal woman Minnie Bordatarr...when Ada was young, Jock McLennan had taken her to Nutwood Downs and entrusted her to the care of his mate Robert Farrar, elder bother of John junior...It was Jock McLennan who took Ada and her two daughters to Bathurst Island and left them with the nuns there.
The Government Gazette list of Wards, 13 May, 1957, p.177, lists “Minnie Bordatarr” as a Ridarrngu woman, born in 1927 in the Roper Valley district. Obviously the Aboriginal Ward named Minnie Bordatarr could not be the mother of Ada if Ada's daughter was born in 1915. Possibly the Minnie Bordatarr listed in the Government Gazette was a daughter of Minnie who was Jock McLennan's partner. The question is, “What evidence has the NLC that 'Minnie Lily' was a Larrakia woman, when half of the McLennan family group themselves dispute the fact, claiming that Minnie is from Roper River and the descendants of Jock's son William are the only true McLennan Larrakia descendants?”.
The descendants of William McLennan base their claim to be Larrakia on a 1999 “List of Half Casts [sic] in the Northern Territory” which names “Willie, male, 13 to 14 years, mother's name Nellie, mother's tribe Laraker [sic], reputed father's name Shepherd of Dr Morris...Willie is employed by Mrs Herbert...”. It is claimed that the child listed as “Willie” is William McLennan. However, the “Willie” listed on the 1899 “List of Half Casts” is more likely to be William “Billy” Shepherd who was a faithful employee of the Herbert family for many years. 
Rosenzweig (1996:28-29) describes C E Herbert as the 8th Government Resident and town lawyer as well as other positions between 1883 and 1910. His sons Oscar and Evan later owned Humpty Doo station. “The Northern Standard” reported (April 17, 1930, page 4): “Billy [Shepherd] on one occasion saved the life of the late Judge Herbert...” The Daily Bulletin, Wednesday 2 November 1938, p.12, also reported: “After more than thirty-five years of employment at Government House, Billy Shepherd, half-caste yardsman, is leaving his employment there, and looking for other work to do. Years ago, in South Australian days [prior to 1911], when Billy was just a lad, he saved the life of the then Government Resident, Judge Herbert...”
The Shepherd family are shown as Larrakia on the 1973 genealogy, while other genealogies in the Kenbi claim book prepared by the NLC do not show a descendant of the McLennan family, whether “Minnie”, “Cygnet Ada” or William McLennan. Can the NLC explain this anomaly? The Larrakia people feel that their identity has been taken from them by the land claim process. They appeal to the NLC to put right the wrongs imposed upon the Larrakia people, the traditional owners of the Darwin area.
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